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SECRET LAGOS 4644 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, CG, AO 

SUBJECT: ANGOLA/ZAIRE: GARBA TO LUBUMBASHI 

REF: STATE 093307, STATE 093336 

1 . AS AUTHORIZED BY REFTELS, I BRIEFED GARBA THIS MORNING IN 

SOME DETAIL CONCERNING CURRZFT ANGOPA/ZAIRE SITUATION. GARBA WAS 
WARMLY APPRECIATIVE AND ASKED THAT I RELAY HIS PERSONAL THANKS 
TO WASHINGTON. HE SAID THE FMG WAS GRATIFIED BY SUCH EVIDENCES 
OF TRUST AND CANDOR DEVELOPING BETWEEN LAGOS AND WASHINGTON. 

CHANCES OF SUCCESS FOR NIGERIA'S INITIATIVE ON SHABA PROBLEM WERE 
SIGNIFICANTLY ENHANCED BY THIS COLLABORATION. 

2. GARBA SAID MOBUTU HAD AGREED TO RECEIVE HIM IN LUBUMBASHI 
LATER TODAY, APRIL 25, OR TOMORROW MORNING APRIL 27. GARBA WILL 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 LAGOS 04644 261428Z 

DEPART LAGOS BY SPECIAL PLANE MIDDAY TODAY, RETURNING DIRECTLY 
TO LAGOS TOMORROW AFTERNOON. HE IS STILL AWAITING WORD FROM LUANDA 
CONCERNING NETO’S EXPECTED RETURN FROM EASTERN 

EUROPE AND A CONFIRMED DATE FOR THEM TO GET TOGETHER. AS INDICATED 

1 FLAG 

L 4559, HE EXPECTS THIS WILL NOT HAPPEN UNTIL THIS WEEKEND 
AT THE EARLIEST. 
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3. GARBA TOOK SPECIAL NOTE OF US CONTINUED READINESS TO OPEN TALKS 
WIZY ANGOLA WITHOUT PRECONDITIONS PROVIDED THERE IS PROGRESS WITH 
RESPECT TO ZAIRE PROBLEM. HE FOUND OUR DEFINITION OF "PROGRESS" 

AS SPECIFIED TO FIGUEREDO ARPIL 25 MORE SUBSTANTIAL THAN WHAT HE 
THOUGH THE NIGERIAN INITIATIVE MIGHT SOON BE ABLE TO ACHIEVE, BUT 
HE DID NOT BELIVE IT WAS AN UNREASONABLE BARGAINING STANCE. 

4. WE SPECULATED CONCERNING RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN VARIOUS DISSIDENT 
FACTIONS IN ZAIRE, THEIR LEADERSHIP AND THEIR RELATIONS WITH NETO 
AND THE SOVIETS. GARBA'S INFORMATION ON SUCH QUESTIONS APPEARS TO 
BE THIN, NOR HAD I BEEN AUTHORIZED TO DISCUSS WITH HIM ANY OF THE 
REPORTS WE HAVE RECEIVED ON THESE MATTERS. IT WOULD BE USEFUL 

FOR ME TO BE ABLE TO BRIEF HIM ON THESE QUESTIONS PRIOR TO HIS SFY 
CONVERSATION WITH NETO. I SHOULD APPRECIATE ANYTHING THE DEPARTMENT 
CAN SEND ME FOR SUCH PURPOSES. 

EASUM 
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